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The Colne and Stour Valleys

A delightful rural journey running through landscape
straight out of Constable’s paintings.

The Gainsborough Line runs through leafy cuttings and
emerges to cross the great 32 arch Chappel viaduct, striding
high above the River Colne and the twin villages of Chappel
and Wakes Colne.

The line crosses from Essex to Suffolk, with typical
Constable views along the Stour Valley. After Bures, the
train reaches Sudbury, with its old Corn Exchange (now a
Library), Victorian quay and the Gainsborough Museum.

Visit London

Looking for a day out in the 2
capital? B
London has many attractions

to keep all the family
entertained.

Purchase a Travelcard and

enjoy unlimited use of the

underground, DLR and buses all day. See the London
2FORI Publicity and get two for one entry at top London
attractions when you travel by train.

Now with a later train back from Liverpool Street at 22:02, you can also make an evening of it.
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Welcome to the Gainsborough Line, Marks Tey to Sudbury

History of the Line

The present day railway line operates between
Marks Tey and Sudbury.The line was fully opened
for traffic on 2nd July 1849, and its primary use was
to bring farm and loom produce from Sudbury to
Colchester and the riverside port at Hythe.The
original train service comprised four trains in each
direction, only on weekdays.

The greatest obstacle in completing the line was crossing
the Colne Valley at Chappel. Construction of the viaduct
began in 1847; the original plan was to span the valley with a
timber arch on brick piers, but this was changed when
brickearth was found on site to enable the viaduct’s 7
million bricks to be made.The structure was completed in
1849.The viaduct is 1,066ft long, comprising 32 arches each
of a 30ft span at a height of 75ft.

Thomas Gainsborough was arguably the most famous son
of Sudbury and it is appropriate that he is commemorated
by having the line named after him. He surely would have
appreciated the splendid vistas to be viewed from the train
as it crosses the Colne Valley, and then the Stour Valley as
the train enters Suffolk, as well as the beauty of the
engineering feat that is the Chappel Viaduct.

Your Local Train Service

The Gainsborough Line isn’t just for tourists
visiting the area - services operate seven days a
week, 363 days per year. Services depart Sudbury
at hourly or more frequent intervals, calling at
Bures, Chappel & Wakes Colne, then Marks Tey for
mainline connections to Colchester, Chelmsford,
London or beyond.

Travel for Business or Leisure

With services enabling you to get into London before 7am,
why not commute from Sudbury? - It’s cheaper than driving
to, and parking at, a mainline station. Season tickets are
available for a week,a month or a year - these give you a
huge saving over Anytime Tickets.

There are also special tickets during ‘off-peak’ to allow you
to spend the day out by train, including GroupSave, where
three or four people travel for the price of two. Off Peak
Tickets are valid after 8.45am on weekdays and anytime
during weekends and Bank holidays. A railcard could also
help you get a 33% reduction on Off Peak Tickets.

Super off-peak tickets are available for services arriving into
London after midday and not returning between 16:00 —
19:00 from London. These tickets gives you even cheaper
travel to London, ideal if travelling to see a show in London.

Visit Local Attractions by Train

The Gainsborough Line is part of the National Rail
network.The destinations are
endless - but why not go
somewhere local for a day
out? Try shopping in
Colchester, or head down to
the beach at Clacton or
Walton - or try a maritime
walk around Harwich.
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