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The Flitch Line

Your guide to the Braointree branch line and surrounding orea,
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Train Services Provided by
Greater Anglia

Welcome to the Flitch Line

History of Braintree Branch Line
By the [830% the industrisl
progress in other areas was
beginneng to lesve Braintres
behind. lsalated amidst a
neteark of Turnpike reads,
and without secess to rivers
andd the sea, fems in
Braintree depanded upon
carts vo bring rmaterials in
and send out Bnished poads
to their customers. Silk
rrarmdfacturers swch as
Courtaulds, ane of the largest local employers, packed thesr
claths ints large willow kampers which were loaded ente
herse-drawn wagons. VWith the arrival of the Easvern
Counties Rallway ar nearby Witham, in 1838, pressure grew
in the wewn for & rail connection.

Antlclpating the arrival of the ralways, Samuel Courtauld
wias quick to take advantage and repurchased his fathars
milll at Chapel Hill In 1843. The ariginal carminus statlen
had bean ransformed Inte & goods depot frem which
private sidings extendad Inve a cluster of Industrial
ertarprizes that had developed in the immediae vicinig.
The ralbesy goods handing facllites Includad cranes and
trucks designed for very hervy goods. Immediately to the
nerth of the peods statlon by CricallVindews new Manor
Wiiorks, A rallway siding had been kild across Maner Road
inta the rear of the factory. The factory was designed o
produce components froe shipment by rall, Crivalls ralbaay
streat siding teok In row rmaterlals sueh a8 Iren bars and
consigned to thalr custarmers completed products such as
industrial and commercial window units and later,
apriculfteral equipment. Te the |

aast lay the maliings, /
suppliers o the tewna i
brewerlas. Maldngs were —
found In most large towns as
large quantities of baer ware
consurnad by working men
at this period. Maltngs ware
heavy fraight wsers handling
Bulk grain praduces, Braintees passenger teain paint 1o
Alongside lay Braintree Gas Witham abaut | 958
Works which had superseded

the original works In Moew Street to take advantage of casy
accoss to coal supplies from the raibway gocds yard. The
Gas YWorks reasted coal in huge retorts, preducing coke, a
bulky by-product and town gas which was stored in a huge
gasometer to the souwth of Manor Road, The largest factory

Brointres poods yord abowt | #56

of all lay to the south east north of the ralleay Bne frem
Witharn, Lake and Blliet’s Alklen Works, which
Incorporated its cwn alectricity penerating station, bl in
1217 which also supplied nelghbouring farms and tha town
uritl 1348,

In 1849, a new raibway lina had been constructed from
Braintree to Bishops Stortford, isolating the original ralbaay
terminus building, a small single story woaden structure,
which remained in use a5 8 bullders marchant office, A
brand new station, stll in e today, replaced the formar
terminus building to cater for the through oraffic.

Rapcurca: weers, ndusiricuseas orguk

10 Facts

about the Braintree Branch Line

I The Braintree —Witham line was opened to
passengers on Ind October |848,

2 The line was originally double track but one set of
rails was removed in 1854 for use in Crimean Yyar!

3 The Braintres station was orignally known as
‘Braintree and Bocking' until |970, and Cressing
Station was 'Bulfard' unsl 1911,

4 For many years Braintree had an engine shed and
wirntable. Both these facibties ceased in the 9508
when stearn trains were withdeawsm.

5 Becwesn |958 = 1963 all passenger services ware
oparated by a 56 seater Garman bulle rall bus, Today
peak pariod sarvices are formed of B coach tralng
with seating for 600 pazsengers,

& The line was threatened with Dr Beeching's axe in
the early 19607 Campaigning and premotienal work
by the Campaign Committes, chaired by Thomas
Bunn, increased passenger numbers and the Bng was
saved from clasurs,

T Cressing and YWhite Motley Stations were lit by oil
lamips wntl the 19705

B Braintree signal box was dismantled in 1578 and can
now be seen at the East Anglian Radway Museum at
Chappel and Wakes Colne Swtion,

¥ ‘When the line was electrified in 1977, 21 miles of
wire, 300 cubie metres of concrete and | 79 sueel
Freasts weere iEed

10 A diverse variety of freight has been despatehed
from Braintree over the years including window
frarmes, badey bridges, fertifsers and bamanas.

Walks and Cycle Routes

John Ray

The John Fay Wl is a % mile linear walk
with distinctive directional plagques with
buttercup logos and arrows linking the
towns of Braintres and Yyitham passing
thraugh the delightfl Brain Valley and the
birthplace and homa of |ohn Ray.

For more information ring Public
Rights of Way on 0345 603 7631

Flitch Way

Tha Flioch Way follows |5 miles of
coumtFyside along the former raibsay line
betwean Bishops Stortford to Braintrees.

It is completely waffic free and can be
axplored on foot, bicyds or horseback,

The route passes through historical towns and
villages allewing you to explore places such as
Great Dunmow or to combine 2 walk with
rafreshmants being served ax Rayne Statien,
Bike hire is available at Great Notley Country Park.
For more information ring Country Parks:
0345 603 T614.

‘Designer Shopping and Country Living®
Braintree and Great Dunmow

Short cycle routes varying from & miles
e 20 miles exploring the area and
attracticns arcund Braintree and Great
Diunmmens such as Cressing Templa,
Freeport, Warner Mill, Hatfield Forest,
Flieeh Wy, Saling Hall Garden, Blake
House Craft Centre,

Or ring 0845 &00 7373 and
request your FREE ‘Cycle Essex” pach.

Braintres Town Trail
A one hour leisurely walk through the historic
e of Braintree.

Tourist Information - Witham
&l Mowland Street ¥vitham Essex CHE ZFE
Telk 01376 502674

You can wiow all abowe leaflets at
www.visitessex.com

Witham
Dorothy Sayers birth place

Dorathy L Sayers was one of the first women to receive
a degree from the University of Onford. She was most
famed for her detective novels featuring the characters
Lord Peter Wimsey, Harriet Vane, and Montague Egg, but
she was also a successful playwright, noted theologian,
and scholar of Dante's poetry.

She moved to Witham in
|929 after her marriage to
Arthur Flaming, and lved
in Mawland Street until har
death in 1957,

Wicham Library holds a
raference collection of
her works, press-cuttings,
revigws and lecters in the Dorothy L Saers Cantre,
jeintly managed by Essex Libraries and the Derothy
L Smyers Society, held in a specially furnished reom on
the upper floer (tal 01376-519525).

The seatue of Dorothy L Sayers i located in
Freebournes Court. Reference: wwwowitham.gov.uk

White Notley

Joehn Ray Walk

Jehn Ray {1627-1705 barn in village of Black Motley, Essex)
ploneered the dassification of plants and animals he was

alze an influendal philosopher and theologian. He i
often referred o ax the fther of natural history in Briain,

To celebrate the life and achievements of this great man,
the john Ray Walk has been devised. This ¥ mile linear
walk, linking the towns of Braintree and Withamn, passes
through the delightful countryside of the Brain Valley, the
birthplace and home of john Ray.

The walk also provides a Enk betwean the two former
raibey lines, the Flitch Way (Braintree to Bishops Stortford)
and the Blackwater Rail Trail (Maldon to Witham), Thesa
disused raitway lines are now managed by Essex County
Council as Country Parks, Since their demiss as
raiberays, nature has reclimed them to provide excellent
homes for many plants and animals, Foxes make their
homes in the disused drainage pipes whilst slow-worms
and snakes take advantage of the grassy banks for
basking in the sun.You can explore and enjoy

thiase wildlife havens, a8 no dowbt |ahn Ray waould if ha
were alive today

For mare Information on John Ray and the John Ray
Walk please view: httpll| chnraytrustcom/

Attractions on the Flitch Line

Whtharm Station

Cressing

Cressing Temple

Cressing Terple takes its
unusual name fram the
medieval manks of the
Knights Templar who
founded the two vast
wooden barns, which farm
the centreplece of this delightful rural estare.

Nested to one side of the barns is the Walled Garden.
Inspired by an age when gardens combined beauty and
functionality, it is the result of painstaking research and
archaeological excavation, and is filled with species
widely cultivated at the time.

As you step within the Tuder walls, you step back in
time, Here plants have been carefully grouped according
to medicinal, culinary and dyers’ plants, a potager and a
small orchard and nuttery. The nosegay garden is a
fragrant delight with a wealth of sweetly scented plants
that were grown for their perfumse, whilst the arbour is
planted to recall Shakespeara’s Midsummer Might's
Dirgam with its profusion of roses, woodbing and axlips.
At the centre of the garden is the fount, on which four
spouts take the form of the green man, the spirit of
vegetation frequently found in medieval carvings,

Sat in penceful swrroundings, the gardens make & perfect
escape on & clear winter's day. The barns are open
thraughout the main season, and visitors can enjoy a full
programme of cuftural evants,

+  Two vast | 3th century barns.

*  Formal walled pleasure garden with criginal
Tudor wall.

= |7th cantury Farmhouse and Tudor Granary.

*  Evenis for the whele family,

hotpaieearscvisitparks coukiplaces feressingremple php

Address:

Cressing Temple

Witham Road, Cressing; Braintree, CMTY BPD
Telephone: 0333 0138158

Freeport ShoppingYillage
offers over B0 stores with a
range of men's, woman's,
children’s, foot ware, gifts,
cosmetics and designer stores,

There is a selecdon of places vo eat and drink and after
shepping why not popover to Freaport Lelsure Park and
have a game of bowling ar watch & fillm at the cinama.
For more information please view:
wrw.freeport-braintree.com

Braintree - I,
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Warner Mill el
Located at Warner's Mill, i

Sl Wiy, the Wvarmer Texctile
Avrchive Is of national
Importance, but = roots
are firmiy here in Braintree

The archive is a unique record of the history of textile
rranufscture and design since the [Bth century. It includes
almost every example of weven and printed fabric

ed by the Warner company as well a5 original
artwaork by leading designers commissionad to furnish
pataces, stately homes, liners, hotels and ordinary homes.

The Gallery

Open to the public three days a weak, the Gallery is a
cebebration of the diverse collection of fabrics and
designs within the Warner Textile Archive.

Colouwr, Shape and Texture are the key words to
describe the Gallery. Every drawer and display case mkes
the visitor on an excidng voyage of discovery from
‘Warner's unique three-plle velvets, the inuricate wewven
sl of Owen Jones and the cutting edge designe of the
1920z and ‘30z through to the boldness of the 50s and
the iconic creations of che late owentieth century.

Address:

The Warner Textile Archive, Silks Way
Braintrea, Essex, CHMT 1GB

Telephone: 01376 557741
Websicerwww.warnertextilearchive.co.ulk

Braintree Museum

Ar Brainwres Dizorict Muzewn the stery of the Disorict
and its diverse Industrial and eultural hiszery unfelds.
The Main Gallerles examine the developrment of the
area fram prehistory o the owency-first century, facusing
upen the textile and manufacuring industrles of
Courtaulds, Warners and Cricalls, as well as displays of
Castle Hedingham pottery, the work of the Great
Bardfield ardsts and Esex
suraw and lce A vibrant
calendar of temporary
exhibltions complements
the Maln Gallerles
thraughout the year

The Museurn is housed
in the comverted Yictorian
Manor Street [unior and

Infant Schoals that were buile in 1862 and 1897
respactively. The main building is home to the Museum
Reception and Shop; Temporary Exhibition Gallery; Main
Galleries; Victorian Schoolreom and [ohn Ray Gallery,
and opened in 1993, The second building was converted
in 2002 and contains the Cafe and the Learning for

Life Cerntre,

Address:

Braintree District Museum,

Manor Street, Braintres, Ezzex, CMT IHW
Telephone: 01376 325266

wanw. braintreemusewm.co.ulk

Great Notley
Country Park

Great Motley Country

Park eovers some |00
acres of open space,
which i managed for the
benefit of wildlife and the
community. The site was
farmally arable farmland
and has been transformed
into a mcture of wetland
and open grasshand. Each
of these habitats provides
a haven for a variety of

species.
The park includes a
number of mature species

of native trees, Elsewhere, bats have made their homes
in the grassland and wildflower meadows,

Walking, gycling, jopging and herse riding can all be
enjeyed in the park and beyond with its links o the

Hlivch Way in the nerth and the bridlewsy in the south,
A wariety of activities and events are held threughout
th year: Families can pionic or fly kites or, far the more
energetic, there is an all-weather, muiti-activity, floodlic
pitch and twe grass football pitches. There's alse an
excallent visiter centre, housed in the award-winning
Discovary Centre.An cutstanding example of
sustainable architecture, this has bean designed with
caonstruction rmaterials, which ansura low maintenance
and energy consurmption to reduce the impact on the
envirenment.

Address:
Great Hotley Country Park, Great Motley, CHTT TFS
Telephone: 01 376 347134

wwwewisitparks.coauks places’ great- notley-country - park

Flitch Way

The Flitch Yay passes
through 15 miles of
countryside along the
farmer Bishop's Startford
te Braintree raibway in the
heart of rural Esses. les
namie cemes from a
madieval caremany, wihich
ariginaced in Lictle
Dunmeow and which scill
takes place every four
yuars, The ceramoimy
irmaehoed married couples
trying to prove that chey
hadn't argued for a year
and a day - if successhul
they were awarded with a
Fliteh {or side) of bacan,

The reute af the Fliceh ¥Way has a muld-user surface
making It accessible for all throughour the year. Much of
the rouce can be explored on foot, bleyele or horseback
taking you through wildliife-rich ralbway cwttings, past
Wietorian stadons and over embankments with views
acress mpressive farmilands, villages and woeadkand.
Cyellng the B mile route fram Braintres o Livtde
Dunmmew 5 partieularly ideal for famillies as it s
completely traffic free giving everybody the apportunicy
o discaver the wildlife.

The start of the Flicch Way route at Braintree is adjacent
to the Railway Station.

The route passes through historical towns and villages
allowing you to explore places such as Great Dunmow
or to combine a walk/cydle ride with refreshments being
served at Rayne Station, The station was buile in 1866
and was one of the busiest on the line. Renovated in
1994, it is now the Visitor Centre and Ranger base for
tha Fitch Wy,

Thea Flitch VYay forms part of the Mational Cycla
Metwerk route |6 weressustrans. orguk
The Flitch way alsa links with ather countryside

avtractlens such ag Great Motley Discovery Centre
and Hatfield Forest




